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 Development Department
Parks Advisory Commission
Meeting Minutes for July 10, 2018
Meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Mr. Harlamert.  Members present at the meeting were Mr. Harlamert, Ms. Menker, Ms. Spiller and Ms. Senu-Oke.  Excused members were Ms. McArdle and Ms. Barnes.  Jack Kuntz representing city staff was also present.
Old Business:
Members started the meeting with a discussion about their park walk in June and the recommendations made to City Council in their planning session in June.  The members commented the City needs to hire extra workers to maintain the future improvements made in the parks.

The discussion transitioned to the Labor Day Fireworks.  Members discussed with staff what needed to be done in the next 30 days.  Items mentioned included the need to find the layout and responsibilities from the previous year, find out how many tents the City has, contact the Northmont Jazz Band and Acapella group as well as Englewood Truck, need for hotdogs and supplies, volunteers, ask Lowes about water donation, Meijer donation, get a stamp for hands for the hotdogs and roasters for the hotdogs.  Members went over the list of supplies for Adrian to begin ordering things and made necessary changes to the number of items based on the turnout from last year.  Staff said they would begin working on these items and would inform everyone on the status throughout the month.

Movie in the Park was discussed, and members decided August 24th was the best date to try to reschedule the event.  This day was selected due to it being close to the beginning of the school year and we can market it as a “Back to School” event.  It is also the week the Northmont Highschool football team is in Lima.  Staff will check with Adrian to make sure there are no big weddings that night and if the date works with Meadowbrook staff, will begin marketing the event.

Discussed Breakfast with Santa.  The date for the event is December 8th and volunteers will need to be at the event at 7:00 am.

Discussion about the tree raffle and the fact there is already money available for new trees.  The members believe Deeter was supposed to be assisting in the replanting project.  Staff will be following up with city administration on the status of the funds.  Members commented this project needs to move forward in the fall.

New Business:
Staff mentioned a desire to begin programming the parks in the warmer months for more activities to bring the community together.  There was a discussion about the logistics of such an endeavor as well as the timing of when to do it as it relates to the conditions of the parks.  Parking concerns was also mentioned as well as the possibility of doing a “Meet City Council” event at one of the parks.

Discussion about concerns with various issues at Hardscrabble including the need for repairs to be made on bridges, fence posts and high weeds.

Members brought up Mayor Stevens mentioning during the parks planning session of having 100 volunteers to help clean up the parks.  Members would like to get this type of initiative scheduled soon.  Staff will investigate this.  There was also a discussion about the general state of having a community and parks that are walkable and easy to access.
Items for Next Meeting:
Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 14, 2018

Movie in the Park and Labor Day Fireworks
Meeting Adjourned at 7:15
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