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 Development Department
Parks Advisory Commission
Meeting Minutes for April 13, 2021
Meeting was called to order at 6:01 pm by Mr. Harlamert.  Members present at the meeting were Mr. Harlamert, Ms. McArdle, Ms. Roll, Ms. Senu-Oke, Ms. Spiller and Ms. Thomas. Ms. Barnes and Ms. Menker were excused.  Jack Kuntz, representing city staff, was also present. 
Old Business:
The group started the meeting welcoming newest appointed member Kris Roll. Ms. Roll introduced herself to the group. Mr. Harlamert preceded to move on to discuss wanting to do a park cleanup, concentrating on picking up sticks and trash to assist the Service Department when they cut grass.  Several dates were discussed, and it was decided to promote April 24th as the date for the cleanup event from 9-11 am.  Mr. Harlamert would direct volunteers at Northview, Ms. Roll would direct at Westbrook and Ms. Spiller would direct at Clayton Park.  Jack will promote the event on social media and email the volunteer list. Jack will also coordinate getting supplies from the Service Department. Following the first discussion, there was a comment about the need to promote the Parks Commission on social media and other platforms.  Jack said this was something staff would work on.

New Business:
Since this was the first meeting to actually discuss park business in almost a year, the group went through all the various normal events they host to see the viability of putting them on this year.  Jack said he believes the fireworks would be a go, but we would need to wait to see about the accompanying festival. He also said he believed we would be able to move forward with the Movie in the Park and the Halloween event and we would need to wait and see about Breakfast with Santa with our fingers crossed.  The group would also follow the city’s lead in terms of the annual Clayton Open House event.
Jack discussed some ideas staff had been discussing about the parks using federal COVID relief funds.  One such idea was the all-inclusive playground that would provide children with disabilities the opportunity to play on swing sets at Northview Park.  Everyone agreed they would support such an idea and would be happy to speak to City Council about supporting such a project.  The group also discussed other ideas for the parks including the status of the new swing set at Northview, horseshoe pits at Clayton Park and possibly adding pickle ball courts at the parks as well.

Meeting Adjourned at 6:45
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